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Venezuela: Coup Attempt RELEASED IN FULL 
Question : 
| 
What is the United States doing in response to the} jcoup ae euee 
in Venezuela? 5 ; 


oly : 
Lith: bso ot te Guf hd inh 
o 066. Sust-after midnight February 4,/)\President Bush i itelephoned 


President Perez to reassure him of our strong Support. 


-- We support the. democratically elected government of 
President Carlos Andres Perez and oppose those who 
attempted to violently overthrow it. — 
va luo tun = eh | 

-- Assistant Secretary Aronsen—and-our—Ambasgador—Michael. 

' ‘Skoi—have-been in frequent contact with President 
Perez -stnee—the—coup—attempt end asked how ‘we could. 
help.. 
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At de eye OF | 
0? ‘ Preside t Pere Seaee orr ee ee statement of support, 


_O Based on what we know now, the attempt was ‘apparently’ the . 
work of a smali group of mid-level Army officers. It ‘did 
not have popular support and apparently did not: extend 
beyond the army nor was it supported by the: senior army 
officer corps. 

o The government of Venezuela and President Perez ‘have played 

a leading role in the region in helping -to reach. a peace , 
settlement in Central America, and in attempting to: find’ a 
"solution. #0 the Haiti crisis. 


° As we progress beyond the Venezuelan coup attempt, ‘the. 
United States ‘will continue to work with President, Perez - 
and the democratically elected. government of Venezuela to 
help assure’ peace and democracy in the Bear ORs | 
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